WELCOME TO SIXTH GRADE!

Hello!  There are several topics we would like to cover to make you a successful sixth grader.  Sixth grade is a very important year.  You will need to begin to rely on yourself and become more responsible in all areas, academically and socially.

Part of our belief in education is to find every student’s potential and have them strive toward it.  To do this it will be necessary for you to follow the classroom guidelines and the Mason Middle School handbook.
Classroom Plan

Mason Middle School students are expected to be responsible, respectful and ready to learn at all times.
Classroom Philosophy: 

Students have the right to learn and teachers have the right to teach in safety.  NO ONE has the right to disrupt, to prevent others from learning or to violate the rights of others. 

Making good choices:

Students who behave appropriately will be positively rewarded with praise, positive phone calls or notes sent home, small rewards, class incentives and other special privileges.

Students are taught to monitor their own behavior and take responsibility for what they do.  If a student chooses to behave inappropriately, their behavior will be addressed.
The student will either chose to respond by correcting the inappropriate behavior and continue on in class OR the student will chose to continue the poor behavior and be asked to step out of the classroom; in addition, repeat offenders will be asked to go to the office.  If your child is asked to go to the office, an office personal will contact you OR you will receive an email from us.  

OFFICE:
Severe misbehavior such as fighting, verbal abuse or behaviors discussed in the Student Handbook will result in the offending student being sent to the principal’s office. 

Homework Policy

Definition of homework:  

Any assignment that is given by the teacher that has not been completed in class.

Why we give homework:  

We believe homework is important because it is a valuable aid in helping students make the most out of their experience in school.  We give homework because it reinforces what has been taught in class and prepares students for upcoming lessons.  It also helps students develop self-discipline, responsibility and organizational skills.  The majority of assigned homework is work that a select few have not finished in the time allotted in class.

When homework will be given: 

Homework will be assigned any day of the week.  Assignments should take no more than one hour to complete each night, not including studying for tests and working on projects.  We will give students adequate prior notice before tests and quizzes.

Student’s homework responsibilities:

We expect students to do their best on homework.  We expect homework to be neat.  We expect students to do the work on their own and only ask for help after they have given it their best effort.  We expect that all assignments will be turned in on time. 

Absent work: 

To help when a student is ill, an absent folder is created.  This folder contains an assignment sheet discussing the day’s activities and all handouts for that day.  Students can have this folder picked up from our classroom at the end of the school day or upon their return from being absent.  Students can make arrangements with another student to have this folder delivered to their home.  The amount of time students have to complete absent work is equivalent to the amount of day that they are absent.

If students do not complete homework:

We feel it is important for students to realize that they are in the middle school.  We also feel the importance of being consistent throughout the year.  Therefore, assignments will be graded on the “due” date.  If the assignment is not at school on the due date, a 0% will appear in Skyward labeled with a NHI- not handed in.  Upon completion, it will be penalized 20%.  One week after a content area (or unit), homework that has not been completed will remain a 0%.  

Grading Scale:

100-93% = A




76-73% = C

92-90% = A-




72-70% = C-

89-87% = B+




69-67% = D+

86-83% = B




          66-63% = D

82-80% = B-




62-60% = D-

79-77% = C+




59 or less = E

Friday Folders & Weekly Work Notes:

All work done during a week’s time will be sent home on Friday. It is important that the student shares the folder with their parent(s).  The weekly work note must be signed and returned to school Monday.  Students will earn a Bulldog “punch” for completing this task.  
Assignment Books

Each student will be given an assignment book.  It must be filled out at the end of each hour. It will be the ticket out the door. 

Be Prepared

The necessary materials for each class period are posted daily.  It will be the student’s responsibility to arrive to each class on time with the necessary materials.

Bathroom/Hall Procedures

Students have a 4-minute break between classes.  During this time the students are expected to prepare themselves for the next class and use the restroom (or get a drink) if necessary.  However, we understand that sometimes a student may need to leave the room during class.  The student needs to choose an appropriate time to do this.  Students must have their assignment book signed by the teacher to leave the room during class. If a student is abusing this privilege, it will be revoked. 

Paper Heading

All papers should have a heading or 5% will be deducted from the assignment.  In the upper right hand corner, the student’s first/last name printed clearly.

Rewards/Incentives/Field Trips
· Praise

· Student of the Week

· Student of the Month

· Bulldog Punch Card Completion and Drawings

· SURVIVOR rewards and challenges (Third Trimester) 

· Field Day in May
· Incentives
1.  Edru Skate and Laser Tag Game Center (October 31, 2019)
2.  Choice Movie Classroom Incentive with goodies (December 20, 2019)
3.  Read-In with goodies (March 6, 2020)
4.  Michigan’s Adventure (June 4, 2020)
Our goal is to help you achieve yours.  Let’s work together to make this your best year ever!

